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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 
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(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. Claims 1, 3, and 10 have been amended. Claims 2 and 11-24 have been 
cancelled. Claims 25 and 26 have been added. Claims 1, 3-10, 25, and 26 are 
pending. 

2. The Specification and Drawings have been amended. 

3. The objections to claims 1, 10, 11, 23, and 24 are WITHDRAWN in view of the 
Amendment. 

5. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 08 August 2005, with respect to 
claims 1 and 3-10 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) rejection of claims 1 and 3-10 has been withdrawn. 

6. Claims 1, 3-10, 25, and 26 are allowed. 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claims 1, 3-10, 25, and 26 : In regards to independent claims 1 and 25, the prior 

art of record does not teach an automatic non-invasive blood pressure monitoring 
system, i.e. a sphygmomanometer system, comprising: a deflation valve detachably and 
pneumatically connected with and intermediate a blood pressure monitor and a blood 
pressure cuff, the deflation valve being manually operable and configured to rapidly 
deflate the blood pressure cuff independent of the electronic dump valve; and wherein 
in response to a single-handed operation of the deflation valve by an operator, the blood 
pressure cuf is allowed to rapidly deflate. Hood, Lazzaro, and Ueda do not teach the 
above limitations as claimed. Thus, the claims are novel over the prior art. 



Application/Control Number: 10/065,698 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 3736 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Navin Natnithithadha whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 4732. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Max Hindenburg can be reached on (571) 272-4726. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
GAU 3736 
27 September 2005 



